Drywood termites are a fact of lifein the Keys
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Termites are afact of life for most of usin the Keys. It israreto find awooden house that does not have some
termite damage. Of the threekinds of termites found in Florida— drywoaod, dampwood and subterranean — drywood
termites are the most common.

Subterranean termites were recently discovered in Key West. They live underground and buil d mud tubes on interior
and exterior walls.

Dampwood termites nest in moist or damp wood caused by leaking water.

Drywood termites gpend almost their entire life o/cle inside the sound, dry wood members upon which they feed.
They do not require mntact with soil moisture to survive. Only during brief swarming fli ghts do young adults leave
the @nfines of their gall eriesto begin new colonies esewhere. They are social inseds that live in colonies with
kings, queens and soldiers. In general, they are light to dark brown and one-third to 1 inch long. They differ from
ants by having thick waistlines and two pairs of wings the same size.

Peak swarming season is from January to June. The termites fly between dusk and dawn and are attracted to light.
They quickly shed their wings and segregate into male/female pairs. Y ou may seethe discarded wings on
windowsill s and near doars. The pairs then examine the wood surfaces for points of entry such as cracks or nall
holes, where they can move in together and reproduce To tell if you have drywood termites, look for frassor
excrement. The pell ets resemble sand, come in diff erent shades of brown depending on the type of wood being
consumed, and can be piled upor spread out if falling from a height.

A sign of advanced infestation iswood with a bli stered appearancefrom tunneling very close to the surface

If you susped termites, you may want to have a pest control operator insped the premises.

To provide a valid report, theinspedor must hold a state-isued wood-destroying organism inspedion card and be
personally licensed in the termite ategory or be supervised by such alicensee

All windows, doars, vents and soffits ould be screened or caulked. Paint exposed woad surfaces. Before painting,
fill cracks and holes with putty. Use presaure-treated wood. Woaod can be treated with surface demicals during
home nstruction.

A broad array of treatment for drywood termites exists, although your local termite extermination companies may
not practice more than the most common method, whole-house fumigation. Other methods involve heating, coding,
eledrocution and borate surface spraying. Most of these methods are impractical or difficult to accomplish for our
area.

Fumigation (tenting) involves covering the entire structure with a gas-tight tarp and releasing a gas inside the tarp,
usually sulfuryl fluoride (Vikane), and aerating the fumigant after a set exposure time. Before tenting, the
homeowner must remove all plants and animals from the house, remove or placefood inside spedal protedive bags,
and ensure that thereis aufficient tarp clearance between sensiti ve landscaping and exterior wall s. Only after the
house has been aerated and tested for absence of fumigant can it be reoccupied. Because the fumigant is atrue gas
and works as a component of air, no cleanup of clothing, dishes, floors or other surfacesis needed. Tenting provides
no residual protedion and reinfestation islikely. It isvirtually impossble to avoid termitesin the Keys. Watch for
signs of them and have your pest control operator deal with them. That’ s the best you can do.

To receve termite publi cations by mail, send a self addressed, stamped envel ope to University of Florida/Monroe
County Extension Service, 1100Simonton St., Key West, FL 33040
Our phoneis292-4501



